15 May 1854. .16 Vict. 




(Ireland.) 



A 

II I L L 



TO 



Amend the Laws for affording Medical and 
Surgical Aid in Hospitals and Infirmaries in 
Ireland. 



[Note. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted in 
Committee. 



[ THERE AS it is desirable to amend the Laws for affording 
Medical and Surgical Aid in Hospitals and Infirmaries in 
Ireland: Be it enacted by the Queen's most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual 
5 and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the Authority of the same, as follows : 



I. From and after the passing of this Act , it shall be lawful 
for the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland, upon a Requisition to them from the Board 
10 of Guardians of any Union in Ireland, to issue 'an Order under 
their Seal to the Guardians of such Union, declaring such Union, 
from and after a Day to be named in such Order, to be a Dis- 
trict for the Purpose of affording Medical and Surgical Aid in 
Hospital, and directing the Guardians to provide within the Union 
15 One or more Buildings for this Purpose, and to provide, in the 
[Bill 98.] A Manner 
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Manner herein-after mentioned, for the Regulation of rtrch -Dis- 
llld t0 ap . trice, and for the Appointment for the Service of the Hospital 
pointMedieal D ; strict 0 f suc h Medical Officers or other Officers as m the said 

, Order shall be directed; provided, that any Portion of the Workhouse 

SSs a Building which the Guardians, with the Consent of the Comnns- 

BalUinp. sioners, may appropriate and set apart for the Purpose, or any Build- 

inn heretofore occupied by the Guardians or supported as a Tever 
Hospital or Infirmary, in whole or in part by County Ces ® ™ J 1 '™ 
Subscription within such Union, shall be deemed to be an Hospital for 
the Service of such District, if the Commissioners shall so direct , and 10 
in case only One such Building be provided for the Purposes as 
aforesaid, then One Part of such Building shall be set apart foi the 
Reception and Treatment, whether Medical or Surgical, of Accent 
Proviso as to and Diseases of a non-contagious Character : Provided also, hat the 
additional Commissioners may, by Order under their Seal, direct such additional 1.) 
Boikliog’. % or Bu i!dings to he provided for the Treatment of contagious 

Diseases as shall from Time to Time to them appear necessary. 
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II. The Guardians of the Union shall, on Receipt of such Order 
of the Commissioners, forthwith provide the Accommodation for the 
Reception and Treatment of Patients specified m such Order ; and 20 
within One Month after the Receipt of the said Order the Guardians 
of the Union shall elect not fewer than Nine and not more Than 
Twenty-one Persons, as may be fixed in the said Order of the Com- 
missioners 1 and the Persons so elected shall, with the Life Goveinois 
and Subscribers of any Infirmary, Fever or other Hospital, situate 25 
within the Hospital District, in the Maimer as herem-after provided 
be a Committee for the Management of such Hospital District ; and 
the Guardians shall from Time to Time fill up any Vacancies 
occurring after any General Election of such Committee, and the 
Persons so elected shall hold Office until a new Appointment, which 30 
shall be made at the First Meeting of the Guardians after the next 
annual Election of said Guardians, or as soon thereafter as con- 
veniently may be; Provided, that no Person shall be elected a 
Member of said Committee of Management who shall not he 
either an ex officio or elected Guardian of the Union from which he 35 
shall be elected, and resident in such Hospital District, or a Ratepayer 
resident in such Hospital District, liable to pay Poor Rates in respect 
of Property therein, whereof the net annual Value, under the Pool 
Law Valuation for the Time being, shall be at least Fifty Pounds : 
Provided also, that every Life Governor of any Infirmary, Fever or 40 
other Hospital, which shall be used for the Service of such Hospital 
District and any Subscriber who. shall have paid or shall hereafter 
pay to such Infirmary; Fever or other Hospital, in One or more Pay- 
1 • - ' " • . merits, 
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ments, the Sura of Twenty-one Pounds , shall be ex officio a Member 
of such Committee of Management. 

III. The Committee of Management shall, from and after a Day 
to be named in such Order- provide for the Medical and Surgical 

5 Treatment and Support of all Persons admitted into the Building or 
Buildings appropriated to the Service of the Hospital District, and 
shall procure all Supplies of Bedding, Clothing, Medicines, Medical 
and Surgical Appliances, Nutriment, and other Necessaries, in con- 
formity with the Regulations issued by the Commissioners to the said 
10 Committee, which Regulations the said Commissioners are hereby 
authorized and required to issue. 

IV. The said Committee of Management, on Receipt of such 
Regulations from the Poor Law Commissioners, shall appoint from 
Time to Time, subject to the Approval of the said Commissioners, and 

15 with such Qualifications as the said Commissioners shall determine, 
such Officers as shall be directed in the said Order, with such Salaries 
as the said Commissioners shall approve, or as shall be fixed by them 
from Time to Time by Order under Seal ; and when, on the Forma- 
tion of any District under the Provisions of this Act, a Medical Prac- 
20 titioner shall be in possession of a Medical Office connected with any 
Infirmary, Fever or other Hospital, made available for the Purposes of 
this Act, and situate in the Locality included in such District, it shall 
be lawful ‘for the said Commissioners, if they shall think fit, to declare 
him to be in the first instance the Medical Officer or One of the 
25 Medical Officers of such new District ; and so likewise when Two or 
more Medical Practitioners shall be circumstanced as aforesaid, in 
cqs,e ,fhe like Number of Medical Officers is required, in such new 
District, it shall be .lawful for the said Commissioners, if they shall 
think fit, to declare such Persons to be the Medical Officers of such 
30 new District; but in case a smaller Number, of suph Officers. shall be 
required for.spqh District,. then it, shall be lawful for the said. Commis- 
sioners, if they shall see fit, to nominate such Persons, or any of them, 
as the Persons from whom a Selection shall be made for a Medical 
Officer or Officers under . the Provisions of this Act by . the Parties 
35 entitled .to appoint to. such Office ; and it shall not be necessary for 
the said , Commissioners, unless they think fit, to, reject any such 
Medical Practitioner ; so in possession of any such Office before the 
Formation of such District, by reason of the Want of such Qualifica- 
tions. as may be required by them in other Cases. 

40 V. From and after the Day named in the said Order as aforesaid, 
all Provision now made by Law for the Support of Fever Hospitals 
or Infirmaries in Ireland, by the levying of County Cess, shall cease 
[98.] A 2 ' as 
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Hospitals and Infirmaries (Ireland). 

as to the Union to which such Order of the said Commissioners shall 
have been issued as aforesaid. 

VI Every Guardian of the Union, and every Member of the Com- 
mittee of Management of the Hospital District and of any Dispagg 
District situate in such Union, and every Relieving, Officer and Warden 
of the Union, shall have Power to give to any poor Person a Ticket, 
in such Form as the Commissioners shall provide, directing tie - 
mission of such Person into an Hospital of such District approprla e 
to the Reception and Treatment of Persons suffering unde, the 
Description of Disease or bodily Injury under which such 1 erson shall 10 
then be suffering, and such Person shall be admitted into such 
Hosnital accordingly; and it shall ho lawful, in case of sudden and 
urgent Necessity, for the Medical Officer or other Officer in charge o 
any such Hospital to receive into it any Person appearing to be a fit 
Object for Admission therein, subject to the further Direction of the 
Committee of Management, and it shall be lawful for the 
of Management at any Meeting to discharge from the said Hospital 
any Person admitted into it. 



VII All Charges incurred for the Service of the said Hospital 
District shall be paid by the Guardians from the Poor Rata of the 20 
Union, and the Accounts of such Expenditure shall be kept m such 
Form as the said Commissioners shall prescribe: Provided, that 
separate Register shall be kept for all Hospital Patients not being 
Inmates of the Workhouse, and that all Charges incidental to the 
Maintenance and Treatment of the individual Patient shall be borne 25 
by the Electoral Division which is chargeable with the Mamtenance 
of such Patient if an Inmate of the W orkhouse, or m which the Patient, 
if not an Inmate, shall have been resident immediately before Admis- 
sion to Hospital; but all Salaries of Officers, Charges for Rent, 
Repairs and Insurance, and the Cost of all Mechcmes, Medical and 30 
Surgical Appliances, and of all Instruments, I-urn, tare, and other 
Requisites, except Bedding and Clothing, shall bo charged to tho 
Union at large. 

Proportion of VIII. Every poor Inhabitant of the Union admitted as a Patient 

Kxpensoraay as aforesaid wio S M1 nevertheless be of sufficient Ability to pay the 35 
S Cost of his Maintenance and Treatment while in Hospital or some 
vcml IV- nr p 01 . Uon of such Cost, shall be required to repay such FWporta. 
SffiSL. thereof as the Committee of Management shall determine : Provided, 
that such Proportion shall in no Case exceed the Average of the 
general Cost of Maintenance and Treatment, excluding the Union 40 
Charges, and in no Case be less than One Third of such Cost; and 
S 0 „;'“li» 10 all such Sums shall be recoverable from the said Patients or from 
recoverable. tho?e liable by Law to maintain them, by the same Ways and Means 
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as the Cost of Relief given by way of Loan is recoverable under the 
Acts in force for the Relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland ; and all 
such Sums, or any Part thereof, which shall be recovered, shall be 
lodged with the Treasurer of the Union, to the Credit of the Electoral 
5 Division chargeable for the Maintenance and Treatment of the 
Patient : Provided) also, that for the Purposes of this Act, and for the 
Recovery of the Cost and Maintenance and Treatment as aforesaid, 
every Master or Mistress shall be deemed liable to maintain his or her 
Servant, as the Case may be. 

10 IX. On the Requisition of any Inspector or Sub-Inspector of Constabu- 
Constabulary, or Head Constable in charge of a Station, it shall be lary Patients - 
lawful for the Medical Officer of any District Hospital under this Act 
to admit into such Hospital as a Patient any Constable or Sub- Con- 
stable of the said Force who shall be suffering under the Description 
15 of Disease or bodily Injury to the Treatment of which such Hospital 
shall be appropriated ; and every such Patient shall contribute the 
the full average Cost of daily Maintenance and Treatment in such 
Hospital for the whole Time of his Continuance therein, to be 
recovered by the Guardians of the Union in which such Hospital is 
20 situate by the same Ways and Means as the Cost of Relief given by 
way of Loan is recoverable under the Acts in force for the Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland. 

X. It shall be lawful for the Guardians of any Union, with the Guardians of 
Approval of the Poor Law Commissioners, to contract with the ^,'ntract 
25 Guardians of any other Union, or with the Managers of any Hospital, with another 
Charitable Institution, or Infirmary, for the Maintenance and Treat- for Ma, " te_ 
ment m Hospital of any destitute poor Person chargeable on the said Patients in 
first -mentioned Union, or on any Electoral Division therein, and like- tl,elatter - 
wise so to contract for the Maintenance of any destitute blind Person 
30 so chargeable as aforesaid, anything in any former Act to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

XL When any Person suffering under dangerous contagious Patients in 
Disease shall be admitted into Hospital, it shall be lawful for the cei ^ aiI1 ^Cases 
Committee of Management, if they shall see fit, to . detain such Person charged from 
35 under Treatment until the Medical Officer of such Hospital is enabled H ° s ri‘ al 
to certify that such Person is so far recovered that the Health of very certi- 
other Persons would not be endangered by the Discharge of such fied - 
Person from Hospital. 

XII. The Medical Officer of every District constituted under this Medical 
40 Act shall and he is hereby required to vaccinate all Persons who vaccinate 
may come to him for that Purpose, subject to such Regulations as Persons 
[98.] A 3 may comin B to 
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them for ft, may be issued by the said Commissioners in that Behalf, winch 
Purpose. Regulations the Commissioners are hereby empowered to mate ana 



Powerto XIII. And whereas it may be expedient for the said Commis- 

Commission - • ^ in certain Oases, to direc t the Sale, Surrender, or Exchange S 

exchange 3 " 4 of the’ Buildings and Premises subject to them Authonty ■ under 

Buildings, the Provisions of this Act: Be it therefore enacted, That m any 
Case where it shall be by them so deemed expedient it shad be 
lawful for the said Commissioners, from Time to Time, b y 0rder 
under their Seal, to direct the Guardians of any Union, bemg^an 10 
Hospital District under this Act, to sell, or to exchange or surrender, 
as the Case may be, any of the Buildings and Sites thereof or the 
Lands and Premises thereto belonging, made available for the l ut 
poses of this Act, and thereupon it shall- be lawful foi the said 

Guardians with the Approbation of the said Commissioners, signified 1 o 
under tSLl, to sedany of the said Buildings, and the Sites and 
Lands and Premises thereto belonging -or - appertaining, - and the 
Eights, Members, and Appurtenances thereof, according to the 
Estate and Interest therein, either by Public Auction or ly .. nva 
Contract, and in such Manner as to them shall seem fit, to such 20 
Person or Persons as shall be willing to become the Purchaser or 
Purchasers of the same or any Part or Parts thereof, or to make 
any Exchange of any such Buildings, Lands, or Premises tor other 
Lands or Premises, or to surrender any Lease of any such Buildings, 
Lands, or Premises as aforesaid, on such Terms as may be agreed 25 
on, and to enter into all necessary Contracts for such Sale or Sales, 
Exchange or Exchanges, and to' rescind and vary the same and to 
give full and effectual Discharge or Discharges for the Purchase 
Money of such Premises, or other Consideration, or any Part thereof,: 
and to execute all necessary Conveyances for vesting any such 30 
Buildings or Premises in the Purchaser or Purchasers thereof or any 
Part thereof, or Party taking the same by Exchange or .Surrender 
for all the Estate or Interest in such Buildings or Premises, ol in the 
said Part or Parts -thereof respectively so sold and convoyed, or 
exchanged or surrendered; and all such Purchase Money or -Con- 35 
^deration Money, after deducting the necessary. Expenses ol such 
Sale or Sales, or Exchange or Surrender, shall be paid and placed to 
the Credit of the District to which such Buildings, -Lands, or 1 re- 
mises before appertained or belonged, pursuant to the Provisions ol 

of this Act. 



XIV The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Eelief of 40 
Sr=“to the Poor in Ireland shall have and exercise, all the same Powers and 

have same p imct ions for the Execution of the Provisions of this Act- as the 

Powers for Pnwprs 
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Powers and Functions which they possess for executing the Provisions 
of an Act passed in the Fifteenth Year of the Reign of Her present 
Majesty, intituled “ An Act to provide for the better Distribution, 
“ Support, and Management of Medical Charities in Ireland, and 
5 “ to amend an Act of the Eleventh Year of Her Majesty, to provide 
“ for the Execution of the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in 
11 Ireland,” that is to say, for framing and issuing General Rules and 
Regulations for the Government of the Hospitals of each District, and 
the Guidance arid Control of the Guardians, the Committee of Manage- 
10 ment or any Committee or Committees thereof respectively which may 
be appointed under any Regulation of the Commissioners in that Behalf, 
to conduct the immediate Superintendence of the Hospitals in such 
District ; for directing the Appointment of Medical or other Officers 
for the Service of such District ; for declaring the Qualifications of 
15 such Officers, prescribing their Duties, and regulating their Salaries, 
and the Time and Mode of Payment thereof ; and for the Removal 
of such Officers on sufficient Grounds, and for the Appointment of 
Successors to Officers so removed, on Failure of the Committee 
of Management to make such Appointment ; and for the summoning 
20 and examining of Witnesses, and for enforcing the Production, on 
Oath, of all Books, Contracts, and other Documents required for the 
Information of the said Commissioners in executing the Provisions 
of this Act. 

XV. The Inspectors appointed under the Provisions of the said 
25 recited Act shall, for the Purpose of carrying into execution the 
Provisions of this Act, have all the same Powers and Functions as 
are possessed by the said Inspectors for carrying into execution the 
Provisions of the said before-recited Act, for the summoning and 
Examination of Witnesses, for requiring and enforcing the Production, 
30 upon Oath, of Books, Contracts, and other Documents, for entering 
and inspecting all Buildings used for the Purposes of this Act, 
and for attending the Meetings of every Board of Guardians or 
Committee thereof, oil all Business arising in the Execution of this 
Act. 

35 XVI. No Guardian or paid Officer, or other Person concerned in 
the providing, ordering, Management, Control, Direction, or Ad- 
ministration of; Medical Relief in any Hospital District, shall, 
either in his own Name or in the Name of any other Person, provide, 
furnish, or supply for his own Profit any Medicines, Instruments, 
40 Furniture, Provisions, Materials, or Goods for the Use of any 
Hospital in any District for which he shall act in any such Capacit}’ 
as aforesaid, during the Time for which he shall retain such Office, 
nor shall during such Time be interested, directly or indirectly, in 
[98.] A 4 furnishing 
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famishing «■' supplying the same, or m any Cpn^ct rdatmg thereto 
under pain of forfeiting the Sum of One hundred Pounds, J ith the 
full Costs of Suit, to any- Person who shall sue for the same by Action 
of Debt or on the Case in any of Her Majesty's Courts of Record at __ 
Dublin. 

a 1 XVII The said. Commissioners shall include in their llepoits, 

“Y rfl* P^iUof 

lament"" this Act, and a Statement of the annual Expense of each, and of the 10 
iamen . Numto ’s „f Patients relieved therein. 

, Will For the Purposes of this Act the said last-recited Act 
SS'Ss 30 fj 1 Pm Provisions of the same are applicable, and this Act, shall > 
Act to be ■ 



One Act. 



be One Act. 
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